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David Balson     Program Consultant, Canada 
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Helen Leitch     Marketing, WorldFish  
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Vicki Wilde     System Office, CGIAR  
Jan Beniest     Training, ICRAF  
Michael Hailu     Communications and Knowledge, CIFOR  
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Project Coordinators 
Thrust 1 
Global Advanced Research Networks  Paul O'Nolan, IRRI 
Second Level Connectivity    Ian Moore, ILRI 
Enterprise Security & Business Continuity Paul O'Nolan, IRRI 
Desktop Video Conferencing    V Balaji, ICRISAT 
Consortium for Spatial Information   Robert Zomer, IWMI 
Intelligent Information Systems    Zaid Abdul Hadi, ICARDA 
 
Thrust 2 
Virtual Resources Center Infrastructure  Dario Valori, IPGRI 
E-Publishing Systems     Paul Neate, IPGRI 
Virtual Library Service     Luz Marina Alvare, IFPRI 
Scientific Data Standards and Exchange:  
Capacity Development     Sami Gaiji, IPGRI 
Web Content and Usage Analysis  Joanna Kane-Potaka, IPGRI 
Virtual Academy for the Semi Arid Tropics V Balaji, ICRISAT 
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Project Teams 
 
Thrust 1 
Global Advanced Research Networks 
• Core Project Team: Paul O’Nolan (IRRI), Loreto Puyod (IRRI), Wilbert Almoro (IRRI), Rogelio 

Alvarez (IRRI) 
• IT Managers: Anthony Collins (CIP), Carlos Meneses (CIAT), Zaid Abdul-Hadi (ICARDA), Carlos 

Lopez (CIMMYT)  
• Steering Committee: Dennis Villorente (ASTI-Deputy Director), Horacio Cadiz (PHNET-

President), Seishi Ninomiya (APAN-Chair of Natural Resources Management Working Group), 
Richard Bruskiewich (IRRI-Bioinformatics Specialist)  

 
Second Level Connectivity: 
• ICT Team: Ian Moore (ILRI-ICRAF), Carlos Meneses (CIAT), V Balaji (ICRISAT), Modi Pradyut 

(ICRISAT), Tania Jordan (CIAT) and CIAT colleagues (assisting in ICT Briefcase) 
• Advisory Group: Bruce Scott (ILRI) Chair, Ian Moore (ILRI-ICRAF), Carlos Meneses (CIAT), V 

Balaji (ICRISAT), Carlos Alonso (CIP), Yemi Katerere (CIFOR)  
• IT Managers: All IT Managers 
• Project Officer: Nyawira Kailemia (ILRI) 
 
Enterprise Security & Business Continuity  
• Core Project Team: Paul O’Nolan (IRRI), Tim Overett (IRRI), Alma Redillas-Dolot (IRRI) 
• Steering Committee: Michael Jackson (IRRI), Virginia Maria Salazar (CGIAR-IAU)  
• Consultant: Philip B Casanova (SGV), Warren R Bituin (SGV)   
• IT Managers: Nirudha Perera (IWMI), Carlos Meneses (CIAT), Yuliardi Yuzar (CIFOR), Carlos 

Lopez (CIMMYT), Anthony Collins (CIP), Zaid Abdul-Hadi (ICARDA), Ian Moore (ILRI-ICRAF), 
Pradyut Modi (ICRISAT), Nancy Walczak (IFPRI), Jim Scott (IITA), Dario Valori (IPGRI), Ruwanthi 
Fernando (IWMI), Pefery Coulibaly (WARDA), Lee Hoong Fei (WorldFish) 

 
Desktop Video Conferencing   
• Steering Committee: Dyno Keatinge (ICRISAT DDG and Chair), Robert Zomer (CSI Convener), 

Anthony Collins (CIP and HPC coordinator in the GCP), Dario Valori (VRC coordinator), V Balaji (as 
the convener); Michael Devlin (then coordinator of E-publishing); 

• IT Managers: Pradyut Modi (ICRISAT); Dario Valori (IPGRI); Anthony Collins (CIP); Ian Moore 
(ILRI) 

 
Consortium for Spatial Information    
• IWMI Based Project Support Team:  Sadir Mohideen (Web Designer), Anjitha Senarath (IT 

Specialist), Antonio Trabucco (GeoSpatial Science Specialist), Carlos Berna (CSI-Assistant 
Coordinator) 

• Steering Committee: Robert Zomer (IWMI), Glenn Hyman (CIAT), Dave Hodson (CIMMYT), 
Suan Pheng Kam (WorldFish), Robert Hijmans (IRRI), Andrew Jarvis (IPGRI) 

• CSI Representatives: Robert Zomer (IWMI), Glenn Hyman (CIAT), Dave Hodson (CIMMYT), , 
Robert Hijmans (IRRI), Andrew Jarvis (IPGRI), Stan Wood (IFPRI), Reinhardt Simons (CIP), Russ 
Kruska (ILRI), Suan Pheng Kam (WorldFish), Elke Verbeeten (CIFOR), Chris Legg (IITA), Paul 
Kieppe (WARDA), Pierre Traore (ICRISAT), Rick Coe (ICRAF), Eddy de Pauw (ICARDA) 

• Consultants: Genesiis IT Consulting, Colombo, Sri Lanka 
 
Intelligent Information Systems  
• Center Focal Points: Zaid Abdul Hadi (ICARDA), GV Ranga Rao (ICRISAT), David Shires (IRRI), 

Ahmed Rafea (CLAES) 
• Project Team: Osman Abdalla (ICARDA), Siham Asaad (ICARDA), Bassam Bayaa (ICARDA), 

Moustafa Bohssini (ICARDA), Stefania Grando (ICARDA), Safa Kumari (ICARDA), Rajendra 
Malhotra (ICARDA), Khaled Makkouk (ICARDA), Mousa Mosaad (ICARDA), Miloudi Nachit 
(ICARDA), Amor Yahyaoui (ICARDA), Mohamed Yehia (ICARDA), Suresh Pande (ICRISAT), Mark 
Bell (IRRI), Jill Cairns (IRRI), Khaled Bahnassy (CLAES), Soliman Edrees (CLAES), El-Sayed El-
Azhari (CLAES), Ahmed Fouad (CLAES)   



 
 
Thrust 2 
Virtual Resources Center Infrastructure  
• Core Project Team: Dario Valori (IPGRI), Silvia Ticconi (IPGRI), Andrea Notarnicola (IPGRI), 

Massimo Buonaiuto (IPGRI), Juan Carlos Orozco (CIAT), Rolf Grau (CIAT) 
• Content and Policy Advisory Team: Zaid Abdul-Hadi (ICARDA), Michael Hailu (CIFOR), 

Victoria Henson-Apollonio (IPGRI), Edith Hesse (CIAT), Danielle Lucca (CGIAR Sec), Jennifer 
Nelson (CIMMYT), Srinivas Srirangapatam (ICRISAT), Dario Valori (IPGRI), David Van-Eyck 
(IWMI) 

• Consultant: Roland Rupieper (Plumtree), Igor Polyakov (Plumtree)  
 
E-Publishing Systems 
• Core Project Team: Paul Neate (IPGRI), Anthony Collins (CIP), Maria Garruccio (IPGRI), Paul 

Stapleton (CIP), Paul Moncada (CIP), Jean Pierre Carre (CIP) 
• Key Project Partners: FAO WAICENT 
• Consultant: Frank M. Bevis (Konnect Soft) 
• Metadata Consultant: Jai Haravu (Consultant), Prasanna Sambandamurthy (IWMI) 
 
Virtual Library Service   
• Information Managers: Luz Marina Alvare (IFPRI), Cecilia Ferreyra (CIP), Mila Ramos (IRRI), 

Nick Maliha (ICARDA), William Umbima (ICRAF), Danielle Lucca (CG Sec) 
• IT Managers: Nancy Walczak (IFPRI) 
• Researchers: John Miles (CIAT), Francois Molle (IWMI), Hugh Turral (IWMI) 
• Marketing Group:  
• FAO: Fernando Servan, Johannes Keizer 
• Consultant: Ron Davies 
 
Scientific Data Standards and Exchange: Capacity Development    
• Core Project Team: Samy Gaiji (IPGRI/SGRP), Milko Skofic (IPGRI) and Rajesh Sood (IPGRI) 
 
Web Content and Usage Analysis 
• Core Team: Joanna Kane-Potaka (IPGRI), Dario Valori (IPGRI), Enrica Porcari (CIO), Pierre 

Merchant (IWMI) 
• Consultant: Catherine Tan (Marketing), Mary Schneider (Marketing), CGNET (Evaluation) 

Advisory group: VRCI Advisory Group, C4D Team  
   
Virtual Academy for the Semi Arid Tropics  
• Core Project Team: V Balaji (ICRISAT); Rex Navarro (ICRISAT); Mattia Celio (IWMI-IN); 

Michael Blummel (ILRI) 
• Steering Committee: William Dar (DG-ICRISAT), Chair; Panjab Singh (India); Mme. Keita 

(Niger); YS Ramakrishna (ICAR); K Alluri (COL); R Takwale (NAAC); Mattia Celio (IWMI-IN) 
 
On-line Learning Resources  
• Core Project Team: Jan Beniest (ICRAF), Thomas Zschocke (CIP), Courtney Paisley (ICRAF), 

Kerri Jackes (ICRAF) 
• CGIAR Training Representatives: Geert Claessens (IRRI), Mariano Meija (CIAT), Moyomola 

Bolarin (ICARDA), Richard Fulss (ILRI), Indira Yerramaredy (IFPRI), Margarita Baena (IPGRI), 
Petr Kosina (CIMMYT), Kara Gray (IPGRI), Wale Adekunle (IITA), Thomas Zschocke (CIP), Kerri 
Jackes (ICRAF), Courtney Paisley (ICRAF), Jan Beniest (ICRAF)    

  
Thrust 3 
Knowledge Management and Sharing  
• Core Project Team: Nathan Russell (CIAT), Simone Staiger (CIAT), Allison Hewlitt (Bellanet) 
• Center-Level Pilot Coordinators: Simone Staiger (CIAT), Michael Hailu (CIFOR), Sanjini De 

Silva (IWMI - Water & Food CP), Petr Kosina (CIMMYT) 
 


