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Background
Throughout sub-Saharan Africa (SSA) most vegetables produced in urban and peri-urban areas which are typically consumed raw are irrigated with polluted water. Several studies as recently summarized in the overview of Obuobie et al. (2006) have shown that current measures of health risk protection failed to protect especially the poor. The authors stress this on the example of Ghana’s capital city of Accra, where every day more than 200,000 urban dwellers are at risk from consuming raw vegetables irrigated with wastewater. Two Challenge Program on Water and Food projects on safeguarding public health in waste water irrigated vegetables (CPWF 38 and 51) developed low-cost interventions at the farmer, market and household/food vendor levels and quantified their possible positive impact. Two new projects supported by WHO, FAO and IDRC aim to test the implementation and institutionalization of these interventions. All of these projects intend to foster close collaboration with the end-user to increase the adoption and institutionalization potential of the interventions, but unfortunately appear too conventional in their approach of knowledge “dissemination”. A series of Knowledge Sharing (KS) workshops carried out during a first (pilot) phase of the CGIAR ICT-KM Initiative with the target groups and the research team revealed significant gaps and room for improvement. A new KS project which aims to fill these gaps and catalyze the adoption of research outputs and project sustainability through innovative KS was proposed.

Objectives
The objectives of the KS project are to:

· Facilitate open knowledge sharing between researchers, end-users, and policy and decision makers to discuss constraints and required incentives regarding the adoption potential of suggested innovations.

· To support innovative actions for knowledge sharing via radio broadcast in local languages.

· To support the development of improved school and training curricula for farmers field schools and food vendors.
The Goal of the training
Generally, increased agricultural productivity depends not only on the dynamics of technical changes associated with farming systems, but also on some other decisive factors such as: the generation of innovative  knowledge through research; the dissemination of innovative ideas through extension services; and the reaction of farmers, the potential adopters to these ideas. Consequently, the linkages that exist between researchers, extension officers and farmers are of paramount importance in any successful agricultural endeavour since they facilitate the technology transfer process. 
It is only when the extension officers are well-informed that they can pass on their knowledge to farmers. The training was therefore arranged to improve their (AEA’s) knowledge about the health risks associated with production and consumption of vegetables produced with water from polluted sources. It was also to train them about low cost interventions for reducing the health risks on farm and in kitchens. 
Methodology used
The health risk associated with the production and consumption of vegetable irrigated with water from polluted sources was thoroughly explained to the participants through a power point presentation. After that a video titled “Good farming practices to reduce vegetable contamination: options tested on wastewater-irrigated fields in Ghana” was shown. This video contains ten simple/low cost risk reduction techniques. Both presentations were based on results from CPWF sponsored projects PN 38/51. 
The presentations were followed by a question and answer section for further understanding of some of the issues/risk reduction methods presented. The 10 simple methods for health reduction are also contained in a 14 page flip chart and the group will receive 10 copies which will facilitate and make interaction with farmers easier. 
Expected impact

Agric Extension Agents (AEA’s) provide extension services to many farmers in their area of operation. It is therefore expected that the AEA’s will out-scale the knowledge gained through discussions with urban vegetable producers in their operational areas. Farmers will then be in a position to select, out of the 10 methods, one which is applicable in their area. It also expected that knowledge and application of the good practices could reach other farmers through farmer to farmer discussions.
List of participants, area of operation, contact numbers and participants comments on training
	Name
	Area of operation
	Contact
	Participants comment

	Mrs Adzorkor Doku
	Metro Director of Agriculture
	
	No comment

	Jemima Mantey
	Ablekuma North
Okaikoi N/S
	0243369087
	“Presentation was clear and straight to the point, well understood because we were not just listening but also watching documentation on what you were telling us. Therefore the message was well taken”

	Felix Apeti
	District agric officer for Asiedu Keteke, Ablekuma south and central
	
	“Presentation was straight to the task, in that, it addressed the pertinent issues affecting the safety of vegetable consumption and presented interventions to control or reduce it.
For my assessment, the presenter and the presentation was well done”.

	John Oko Sowah
	Ayawaso central, Dzorwulu, plant pool, Alajo, Roman ridge
	
	“The presentation was good but needs more time”

	Samuel Nartey
	DAO-Ayawaso submetro
	0244592885
	“The presentation was very good”

	Ebenezer Soli
	AMA
	0244714518
	“Resolution was good, content good, need more explanation on graph”

	Ashie Neequaye
	Okaikoi North and south, Ablekuma north
	
	“The training was quite good. In future it should include pesticide usage. Presentation was also good. Handouts for participants in future trainings”

	Lawrence Dickson
	Ablekuma south and central
	0244544788
	“Good presentation, very good interventions” 

	John K. Mensah
	Burma Camp, La, Airport, GCB, Marine drive
	0244051218
	“Good research work
Excellent presentation

Content of presentation and video beautiful”

	Comfort Oko
	AMA markets
	0243716102
	“An awareness created research work and convincing findings to be carried out to people concerned i.e. farmers, traders, food vendors and the general public.

A very lovely presentation and points clearly brought out”  

	Stella Esther Mantey
	Agbogbloshie, Makola, Novotel, Dzufo Dzola, (Indigenous caterers association vag hall) Accra 
	0244751242
	“The presentation was excellent
The presenter vividly explained the problems and the research findings”

	Juliana Ohene-Boateng
	Ayawaso east and west
	0208152598
	Presentation: “it was accurate and well informed package, it will be of immense help to the farmer, seller and the consumer”
Presenter: “Good facilitator, knows his job”
“A very satisfactory presentation”

	Patience Adzakro
	Abossey Okai Zongo, Malatta, Ceba and Kaneshie markets
	0249460817
	Presentation: “The contents were very informatory and hope AEAs would be included in future research into farmer activities” 

	Ms Patricia Sackeyfio
	Nima market, Maamobi market, Nungua market
	0287321592
	Presentation: “Well presented-95%”
“Content of presentation-very elaborate and relevant to evaluators work”
N.B. “I suggest that in future information vans should be placed at the market centres concerning the methods and best ways of washing vegetables”

	Samuel K. T. Adikpo
	Teshie
	0285202748
	“Presentation of the film is good and the content of the show is very nice”

	Esther Acolor
	
	0244646338
	“Presentation well handled and educative which will solve problems being faced by extension officers”


 Mood Barometer

	
	Not at all/ Very bad
	Bad
	Don’t 
know
	Good/ Yes
	Very good/ Yes
	TOTAL

	How did you like the answers to the questions?
	0
	0
	0
	0
	16
	16

	Did you understand the presentation?
	0
	0
	0
	0
	16
	16

	Did you like the format of meeting?
	0
	0
	0
	0
	16
	16

	Would you come again to a meeting like this?
	0
	0
	0
	0
	16
	16


PAGE  
3

